
Meeting Minutes – 10 June 2019 

 

1. Participants/Documentation: 

Participants: 
a) Ms. Nicole Powell, 2018-2019 President 

b) Ms. Ebru Sorensen, 2019-2020 Appreciation Week 

c) Ms. Becky Frodsham, 2019-2020 First VP 

d) Ms. Melissa Spiess, 2019-2020 8th Grade Celebration 

e) Ms. Yuisa Brooks, 2019-2020 Clipper Crew 

f) Ms. Kristen Ball, 2018-2019 2nd VP; 2019-2020 President 

g) Ms. Janine Denny, 2018-2019 Hospitality 

h) Ms. Latoya Lawson, 2019-2020 Career Day 

Documentation: 

a) Handout: “GMS PTSA Executive Board Meeting – June 10, 2019 @ 6pm” 
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2. Topics Discussed: 

 

a) Proposed PTSA Due Increase 

b) 8th Grade Celebration 

c) Student Representatives 

d) Membership/Clipper Crew 

e) Designated Signer Adjustment 

f) Contact Ms. Laura Narney for Events 

g) Middle School Message 

h) Facebook/Instagram 

i) Meet with Principal 

j) Date Planning 

k) Volunteer Hours 

 

3. Meeting Overview:   

 

On 10 June 2019 at 1800 hours, Ms. Nicole Powell, 2018-2019 Grafton Middle School 

(GMS) Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) President, commenced the GMS 

PTSA Executive Board Meeting.  A summary of the information/topics that were 

discussed is found below.   

 

4. Discussion: 
 

Proposed PTSA Due Increase 

There is a potential for National PTSA dues to increase.  Grafton Middle School PTSA 

dues are currently at $5, however if National dues increase we will need to increase.  Ms. 

Kristen Ball talked with the York Country Treasurer who said we might want to table this 

for now.  Perhaps do a survey monkey and see feedback.  Note: Due to the upcoming 

construction, the PTSA membership forms will be going in Student paperwork packages 

at the start of the year.  A suggestion was made to bring the due up to $8 (which would 

match Grafton High School).  As pamphlets are already printed, it was also suggested to 

print an addendum as a yellow note to include on the paperwork. 

 

8th Grade Celebration 

The biggest issue with the 8th Grade Celebration on 8 June 2019 was the forms at the 

beginning.  Everyone needs a form to attend; parents need to sign off.  Between ticket 

sales (pre-sale and at door sales) and key sales, $4,470 was made.    

 

Student Representatives 

Requested one student representative for 6th grade, one for 7th grade, and one for 8th 

grade; however, only two 8th graders turned in their forms.  Perhaps, focus on getting the 

word out to more teachers and getting them more on board to assist in the future. 

 

Membership/Clipper Crew 
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Don’t think any students were left out.  Need to work on getting the word out to draw 

more memberships.  Did notice that when some signed up online 

(http://graftonmiddle.my-pta.org/) they selected “donation” rather than “member.”   

 

Found that by focusing on what students like (i.e. technology), you are able to capture 

more members.  For the first two meetings, students were allowed to sit in the atrium and 

be on their phone (captured approximately 40 new members).  They were unable to do 

this for the third meeting as there were SOLs going on at this time.  Extra funds were 

recently used to provide Pelican Snowballs to the members. 

 

Designated Signer Adjustment  

Need to go to Townebank as the designated signer needs to be updated to reflect the 

incoming president as a designated signer for the checks. Plan to wait until Ms. Nicole 

Powell gets back to do the adjustment.   

 

Contact Ms. Laura Narney for Events 

When promoting events or making announcements send the information to Ms. Laura 

Narney.  If want announcements multiple times, may want to change up the verbiage.   

 

For big things, make sure you use the “Request for Events” form and provide to Ms. 

Laura Narney.   Example: If going to be there all day, the form needs to be filled out.  If 

only going to be there a few hours, just give her knowledge ahead of time.  Need to plan 

ahead.  You should also cc attendance, Ms. Christina Girvin.   

 

Middle School Message 

Ms. Jenny Butler has done the Middle School Message in the past.  Perhaps 2nd VP, Ms. 

Jill Marlowe can do it?  Need to touch base with her.  Note: Ms. Anthony, Principal, also 

sends out her own; may want to touch base with Ms. Anthony. 

 

Facebook/Instagram 

There is a Grafton Middle School PSTA Facebook page.  Currently, there is also an 8th 

Grade Celebration Instagram page.  This may need to be deleted so can make up a new 

one.  Ms. Nicole Powell stated she was going to reach out to Ms. Amanda MacDonnell to 

discuss this. 

 

Meet with Principal 

At the beginning of the school year, Ms. Nicole Powell met with Mr. Rice (former 

Principal).  May want to meet with Ms. Anthony and get her vision.  Mr. Rice shared his 

focus on community involvement. 

 

Date Planning 

As soon as get dates, the better.  There was mention of a possible Variety Show.  Another 

example that was shared with the Dodgeball Tournament which didn’t occur this past 

year (not enough people signed up for the first one and the second got by them).  Need to 

look at calendar and start picking out dates – want to make sure you work around hard 

dates (such as the Clipper Crew working around SOLs). 

http://graftonmiddle.my-pta.org/
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Volunteer Hours 

You can log into the website yourself and track your volunteer hours.  If you check in 

online, Ms. Laura Narney reports. 
 

 

 
 


